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First visuals of 41 persons
trapped in tunnel emerge

Rescue teams identify the workers using an endoscopic camera sent in through the six-inch pipe

which was drilled through the debris; horizontal drilling to create a safe passage resumes

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

he first visuals of
T the 41 workers
trapped inside the

Silkyara tunnel in Uttar-
kashi district of Uttarak-
hand since November 12
emerged on Tuesday after
an endoscopic camera was
sent in through the six-inch
pipe which was drilled
through the debris block-
ing the tunnel on Monday.

In a video released by
the rescue agencies, the
workers can be seen stand-
ing in a line and identifying
themselves while rescue
workers issue instructions
to them. The trapped men
are seen placing their ears
on the edge of the pipe to
hear what is being told by
the rescuers.

“Aap theek ho? (Are you
fine?),” a rescue team

Clinging on to hope: Visuals of workers trapped inside the Silkyara tunnel in Uttarkashi district of
Uttarakhand, released by rescuers on Tuesday. pTi

member asks, to which the
workers reply in the affir-
mative. The workers are
then told to show them-
selves in the camera and
smile. The rescue teams
identified all the trapped
workers from the visuals
and also shared the same
with their family members.

Fruits and other essen-
tials were later sent
through the pipe. Accord-
ing to sources, the pipe

was temporarily blocked
on Tuesday afternoon
when the agencies tried to
send cooked food. It was
cleared in the evening.

The Hindu could not
contact Uttarkashi District
Magistrate Abhishek Ruhe-
la for comments.

Drilling resumes

Meanwhile, horizontal
drilling through the debris
with a U.S.-made auger ma-

chine resumed on Tues-
day. The operation was
suspended on Friday after
the machine encountered
hard material. The rescue
teams plan to insert a 900-
mm pipe through the rub-
ble to create an escape pas-
sage for the workers.
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First visuals emerge of
workers inside tunnel

The suthorities are planning to place an S00-mm
pipe inside the %00-mm one o provide more

In Delhi, Mational Disaster Management Auth-
ority member Lieutenant-General Syed Ata Has-
nain (retd) said efforts were being made on five
frones to save the workers. He said that two teams
of the NDRF were at the site to deal with any con-
dngency.

He maintained that there was no scarcity of ox-
yeen inside the nmnel. “The rwo-km section of
the mnnel, with completed concrete work ensur-
ing the safity of the workers, is the focus of the
rescug efforts. In this secured porton of the nun-
nel, electricity and water supply are operational,
and provisions, including food and medicines, are
being delivered through a dedicated four-inch
compressor pipeline,” he said.

Five agencies — ONGE, S]VNL, RVNL, NHIDCL,
and THDL.~ have been assigned specific respon-
sibilities, working collaboratively with occasional
task adjustments for operational effickency. A five-
point action plan has been chalked out for the res-
cue, induding vertical drilling, excavating two es-
cape channels/tunnels on both sides of the tun-
nel, and digging a unnel from the other end, the
Barkoit side.

Anurag Jain, Secretary, Road Transport and
Highway Minksiry, said that vertical drilling was
the “second-best opton™ for the rescue opera-
don.

Coast Guard gets new Eastern

Regional Commander

Inspector General Donny Michael assumed office
as the Coast Guard’s Eastern Regional
Commander, replacing Inspector General Anand
Prakash Badola during a ceremonial parade held
at the Coast Guard Air Station, Chennai, on
Tuesday. Mr. Badola will be taking charge as
Deputy Director General (Policy and Plans) at the
Coast Guard Headquarters in New Delhi. Mr.
Michael, a graduate of Loyola College, joined
Indian Coast Guard in July 1990. He was awarded
the Coast Guard Gallantry Medal for his display
of bravery and leadership in saving a burning
merchant vessel near Mumbai in September
2012.
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The author of first Tamil novel and
advocate of women’s education

as district munsif a post in which he discharged his dutles with great abiliny. He was also

acomposer of many keerthanas’ set o Camatke ragas. But he s celebeated moee for his prose writing as he s considered the ponees of modern Tamdl prose and noved

E Kolappun

T was All Soulls” Day on November 2. People
made & beeling Sor e cemetery at
Maryiladaeral (once Mayaram) with
candles, garlands, and flowess w pay
homage to Seir loved ones restisg in peace.
Sranding at e entrance of e cemetery s the
Stamoe of Maryuries Samee] Vedasayagam Pillal,
e former districs sunt, who wis the first
Taeil novedist, a composer of sy “boershans’
set 10 Cansatic rigas, and 2 prose wriser, Behind
he stanoe Bes his memorid, beside thae of his
mother Arckya Markesend
Vedanayagam Pillal (5525 1859) was a
contemporary and friend of Tamil scholar UV.
Swaminetha dyer. His ancesaors had comened 1o
Christianky. He wis well versed in Tamll
Iierature. He aso made remarkable
achievemenss as a sunsef through his kaowledge
of Exglish. Like Swaminatha lyer, he wis a
student of legendary Tamil schol
Thirkirapuram Mecssdshsundaram Pl

Visir 80 Thiruvavaduthurai Muct
In his memaoie, En Charishiram (My History),
ha dyer recalls Vedanay ages PIR's vislt
mmr Théruvavaduc s Mun Mmpuan
In peaise of Subramania Desilar,
'lmdmmddmnmmblk m\md
hes)sh:lelnﬂyhmnu_wlwumn
understnd them at coce and appreciane thess.
Wisr't it & rare thing for a Christie gessleman o
sing the praises of the head of @ Saiva
monastery? And peopie were amaced al the
more since the athor of the panegyrics was 4
persan who was by nature not 2 flameres, and
who cocupied a post of high rank in
poveIniment,” writes Swaminada lyer.
Swaminada Iyer's observition &

A 330 of the 30il: The sttus of Mayuram Sammasl
Vecarsyagamn Pilsl tands # the setrarce of the
comwtery ot Moyl sduthuss. He was boried neet

to b evcther Arcirps MarisTenad w Seasdv

by
an obivgary reference in The Hisdu in 1839 [says
et s 2 stricr mumsif, Pdlai was very popular
and dischanged his duties with great credk and
abilicy ar a time when sunsiss of the poeseat type
weTe race.
Vedsmaryagam Pilla wes also 2 grea

connosseur of Carnatic mesic and used 10 meet

e jar, the authos of Nandan
Chavithirase. His coliection of songs, Sena

Samaya S v (gal, are sheaple and
drenched in devecion st 10 the sonss penned
 the Hindu composers.
mww\kd.nry‘gam Pillai dadmed that his
somgzs would appeal 1o all fuiths, a doser ook &t
their stybe and comsents reveals a dear Hinde and
(hriszian bias, Sor he refers o the foet of the God
and addresses Him in pescdine term,” says
Sascha Assoclate Professor i the
Usiversity cagn, I his afterwoed to the

Althougzh Vedhinavagam Pt dasmed that hes
soogzs would appeal to all Raiths a daser look
at thetr stybe and contenes reveals 2 dear
Handu and Chirestan bias Sor be refers 1o the
feet of the God and addresses Him in
nmsculne tenm

SASOLLRBELING,
A tn Irckescs 3 the Lmecdny of (e

Vodeayagam Plllal's moved, Prariope Medaliar
Chavithram, which was meslated into English by
Mecsabshi T

In the song, Chistar Eppaddiyo In raga
Naclanamairiya, he wonders whether Kartiar
(Jesus) would upli him or give wp on him, while
O Kaakaree in Sahana exaols the greatoess of
time and was popularised by M.M. Dhandapani
Desilor,

“Want of prose works'

But he b celebeannd moee for his peose writing as
he is considerad the plomeer of modern Tami
prose and novel. Prathapa Mudalir ahvkhnm
wiss published In 1879 with an addrional Eaglis)

e, The Li% and Adventures is l’uml«'huﬁmﬁ
Mudoliar. Prose as a sodium of the future was
one of the prisary msodves behind the writing of
this moved, though poetry was a celebeated
miedism durieg bis time.

“My cbjective In writing this woek of ficson is
10 supply the want of prose works in Tasds, 2
wiene which i admisted and lassenned by &, and
M50 1o gve a practicad Bustration of maxins and
mondity consained in oy Socmer works,”
Vodeayagam Pilla says his preface o e work.

Thaorggh it was the thee when Indians were
leared with feverish w
p)\m‘muntuwk: (‘.mn‘bﬂ.‘;:hcmwnl&
novel, was fariows aboet the mend. “Under the
Eririshy, ocher officials and ocher scholars are

nagve Like the sarying about
the visiting devil driving cut the residens devil,

R, whie th angisges o the b

langaish.” comgpduins Gnanasbad, who
symbodises the modermn wossen in the 1%ch
Cennury.

The fecling of the churacier explains dat

Swamiecha dyer abio makes 2 neference 1o a
poem writsen in praise of the bead of the
Thirevavaduthural Muer, & which he says, “Az e
fime when the English Lunguage raises is head,
you [Subramania Desikar] dave come Beward
with 2 cond of the vow 1o protect Tam and meke
It thrive.”

Purity of expression

Accoading 0o The Himdy, the great ssert of bs
vmnswnmcpwhdcqummmcmwd
precepes, of which they ase full.

His second noved was Sugusa Suedard
Chavithirase. But i remains a poose narrative that
characierises ‘onoe upon a time, there wis a king'
fabeic as in a Purana or tadle.

“Critics have eviduated the novel as a mere
take, a Rarhad, and reasoned thae Pillai pecked so
much o @ Sest noved that he had Bode left o
say. However, this kashai's claim of belng ‘novel
Of Dew Wik authenticated to s exsent by how i
stylised the nuythicad sioeies and classics into
Delievabie, ‘realistic’ events” expliins Asdbevan
Paxdeend, 2 M D candidate, with e thesk on the
Emengence of Modem Prose and Noved In Tamd,
@ Coldsmis” Colliege, University of London,

His two prose works Pes Ko and Fen Manam
advocae education for women and show dm as
& social reformser. He explaios how widow
rmml@hﬂb«uxaputt-lnhn&:m
COUNTies wnd comes down ot dowry and chi
marrixge among the Bratesins.

His rdmm\suem&&m u.n
Pasiankul, Tawbarak
Tiruvaru! Mala, Deva \luAnlnlL ] Thravara!
Asgati. His musical works indude Sarva Samaye
Samuress Kirtasal, Sanya Vera Smanal,
Periyanayati Amusa Patilam, and Pen Mari Mokai.

“His ammbition wiss 10 coeage 2 good Tamid
liseranure, 50 as 1o st the modem tiste of his
countrymen, in which he ansined eminent
SUCOESS,”™ Wrote mMml-hkmbtmn
reference 1o Vedunayages Pid
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Alarming countdown
All nations must strive for net zeno
carhon emissions

port, Broken Recond, is a dever pun. Not
only does it suggest that previous warm-
ings of the conssquences of riging greenhouse
ﬁa.-z emissions (GHG) are I:ul_-ingm'ﬁmraj bt also
il new ceilings are being breacdhed. The anniaal
emisaions report, wsually imed dose to e be-
ginning of the dimate talks, reiterates in sharper
langneage that progress, since the Paris Agree-
mend (PA) of 2015, has been tardy. The stated goal
w10 keep temperatures (rom rising over 2°C,
ani “as far a8 possibile’ bebow L5°C, of pre-indus-
trial lewels. In the last few years, much of the con-
sensug has been that we should be directing all
our efforts wowards keeping it below 1.5°C. The
Broken Record repaort, lowever, suggests that ac-
counting for all commitrments made by countries,
as per the PA, o minimise their economies’ re-
liamoe an fossil fuel, temperatures sould sill re-
sult in an overshoot of 2.5°C-2.9°C by the end of
the century. To keep temperature below 2°C,
emisgions by 2030 must be cut 28% and for L5°C,
they meed o be shaved by 42%. Despite many
countries having promised i be ‘net 2aro mean-
ing no net carbon emissions, the report does not
think these promises are ‘credible” and even in
the most aptimistic scenarios, the likelihood aff
kseping emissions below 1L.5°C ans 14%.

However, it is not as il the PA has been infruc-
wous. GHG emissions in 2030 based on policies
in WEFE [Irj 1y increase by M6% at the
e e B s
ed increase is 3%, To keep lemperatures below
1.5°C, annual emissions must reduce every year,
until 2030, by B.7% Wiat the repon says i that
the warld collectively emitted 574 billion woanes
in 2022, an incresse of 1. 2% over 20H. The pan-
demic sxw 4. 7% drop in emissions but the projec-
tions for 2023 suggest that e globe is nearly
back 1 pre-pandensic emission bevels. The corse
queernoes of the globe's tardiness are writ . Ag
of October this year, 86 days were recorded with
temperamres over 1.5°C above pre-induserial le-
vels. Sepltember was the honest recorded month
ever, with global sversge temperatures LEC
abwowe pre-indusirial levels. In terms of solurions,
the report repests sage sdvice that has been of-
fered for years: the riclest countries and those
historically responsible for gobbling sparse at-
mospheric capacity for carbon must comesit to
greater and faster reductions. While legalese and
nit-picking have been characteristic of climate
surmmits, precious lipte time remains for the
world to get s act iogether,

T he title of the United Nations' lagest re-

states need to implement labour rights
umniformby and not rely on protectionism

done the right thing by quashing the Ha-

ryana State Employment of Local Candi-
dates Act, 3020 thar provides fior 75% reservation
o State domiciles in the private sector in jobs
that prowide a monthly salary of less than
30,000, The court stated that it was beyond the
purview of the State w begislate on the isswe and
restrict private employvers from recruiting people
from the open market. It also held that the Act
was violative of equality guaranteed under Ari-
cle M and freedom under Article 19 of the Consti-
tution. The court said that by allotting 75% reser-
vation for “locals™, the Act militates against the
rights of citizens of the rest of the country, and
that such acts could lead w other States coming
up with similar enactments, in effect putting up
“artificial walls” throughout India. It argued that
the Act was imposing unrezsonable restricions
on workers® right to move freely throughour the
territory of India. The court termed the require-
ments on private employers stipulated in the Act
a5 akin to those under “Inspector Raj”.

Other States such as Andhra Pradesh and
Jharkhand have also enacted similar legislation.
The Andhra Pradesh High Court ohserved that
the State's Kill, passed in 2009, “may be unconst-
mutonal”, but it is yet to hear the case on merits.
Waorkers move to other States seeking job oppor-
tunities thar are relevant o their skills and ahili-
tes. If States build walls and impose restrictions
that prevent job seekers from other States from
accessing opporiunites, citizens of poorer States
will have o eke out a living within their own re-
ghons. This will affect the economy of the entire
couniry. While legislation that seeks to reserve
blue collar jobs for locaks is problematic and un-
constitutional, there is a reason why there is re-
seniment among locals in benter-off States aver
their jobs being taken up by “migrant™ workers
and which has compelled their governments o
come up with knee-jerk protectionist measures.
There are more than a few private employers
who exploit the migrant labour market as such
warkers tend o work long hours for low wages
with little or no social protection and benefits.
This creates a segmentation of the labour market
with low-wage migrant workers on the one side
and local workers with better bargaining power
an the other. If States are truly concerned about
protecting workers” rights, they should ensure
that migrant warkers in all establishmenits enjoy
‘haskc labour rights that are legally due to them,
thereby creating a bevel playing field for all work-
ers. This will aleo be a curb on exploltative prac-
tices by employers. Protectionism in the labour
market is not the answer.

T he Punjab and Haryama High Court has
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Advani wins World
title for the 26th time

Hallmark of success: Advani ralied to defeat Kothari in a rematch

aof last year's title clashin Kuaks Lumpue #T1

BILLIARDS

Press Trust of India
DOHA

Indian cueist Pankaj Adva-
ni rallied to win the IBSF
World Billiards Champlon-
ship title here on Tuesday
for a staggering 26th time,
beating compatriot Sourav
Kothari in the final.

Trailing 26-180 in the
first hour, Advani rallied to
defeat the 2018 world
champion Kothari 1000-
416 in a rematch of last
years title clash in Kuala
Lumpur.

Maying  back-to-back
matches, Kothari took the
initial lead and was golng
strong but faltered on a
couple of easy chances to
allow Advani recover from
the deficit.

From there, it got a little
scrappy with both players
exchanging visits between
them and a couple of 150-

plus breaks by Advani
helped him stretch the
lead while Kothari could
not fully capitalise on the
chances he got.

Advani fired in a break
of 214, the highest of the
match, and looked unstop-
pable after that.

Advani maintained a
healthy 250-point lead for
the better part of the
match.

A 99 from Kothari
brought the difference
down to 150.

The ace from Bengaluru
then switched gears to ex-
tend the lead and reach
the 1000-mark with an un-
finished break of 199 to
end the proceedings.

Describing the feeling
as “unreal”, Advani said: “1
have won before so 1 know
how it feels, but to repeat it
year on year is what makes
all those hours of work on
skill, body and mind total-
ly worth it
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